Learning Disability
Partnership Board

Minutes
(notes) of the meeting
28th January 2014
10am – 1pm
Livesey All Age Centre
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People that came to the meeting
David
Entwistle

Angie Allen

Mandy Crabtree

Justin Pritt

Lori HomayonJones
Parent/carer
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Stephen

Rose Marsden

Janet Harrison
Parent/carer

Tony Mill

Alex Halsall

My Step Up

My Step Up

Rosemary
Molyneux

Stuart
Sheridan

Service
Community
Transformation
Engagement
Manager for
and Wellbeing
Learning Disabilities and
Manager
Complex Needs
Councillor
Solkar

Alison
Westwood
Complex Cases
Manager
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Dawn Cooper
Community
Wellbeing
Co-ordinator
Ibrahim Mayat
Adult Learning
Team

Yasmin Khalil

Sonya Rustidge

Carers
Service

Community
Wellbeing
Co-ordinator

Jackie
Clarkson

Craig Baron

Team Leader
–Transport
Team
Gemma
McMullan

Passenger
Transport
Manager

Maggie Ecroyd

Communications
and Information
Officer

Nasreen
Chaudhry
Business
Support
Officer
(minute taker)
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Karen Kerr
Community
Nurse

Nicola
Raynor

Catherine
Bentley

HR
Consultant

Lancashire
Commissioning
and Support
Unit – Equality
and Diversity

Jackie

Cheryl
Stanford
Connect
Sustainable
Travel Advisor

Jennifer Halsall - My Step Up
Julie Foote
Cathy Welch – Creative Support
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1.

Hello and welcome
Rosemary started the meeting
and said hello.

We all said our names.

We said what the traffic light
cards mean:


The red card is to stop the
meeting, or to vote no



The amber card is to ask a
question



The green card is to vote
yes. Or you can put it in
the air when you want to
speak
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We went through the minutes
from the last meeting.
Everyone was happy with them.
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2.

Stuart Sheridan the new Service
Transformation Manager for Learning
Disabilities and Complex Needs
Stuart Sheridan said hello to
the group.
Stuart is the new Service
Transformation Manager for
people with Learning
Disabilities and Complex
Needs.
His job is to make Health and
Council services better for
people with learning disabilities
and their families.

Stuart’s wage is paid for by
the Council and the Clinical
Commissioning Group.
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Stuart talked about
Winterbourne View where
people with learning disabilities
were abused.
We want to make sure nothing
happens like this in Blackburn
with Darwen.
Stuart wants to hear our ideas
for making learning disability
services better.

Stuart wants us to tell him
what we think about plans to
change services.

Councillor Solkar can help make
things better too.
Councillor Solkar goes to
meetings where the Council
makes decisions.
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Jennifer asked why
Calderstones was privatised?
Stuart said that Calderstones
is not run by the Council. It is
run by a Foundation Trust.
Tony asked how could we have
our say about services like
Calderstones?
Stuart said the Clinical
Commissioning Group can help
with this.
Stuart asked if the board
wanted to learn more about
how we decide how money is
spent?
The board said yes.
We will talk about plans to
spend money at one of our next
meetings.
Stephen asked what would
happen if the money we spend
on services runs out?
Stuart said they make a plan to
spend money to make sure it
doesn’t run out.
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Stuart wants people who use
services to help him decide
what to spend money on.

Lori asked if Bridge House is
still open?
Stuart said Bridge House is
still open.
They are doing work on the
building to make it better.

Karen said there won’t be a
multi-sensory room at Bridge
House any more.
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3.

Public transport

Jackie Clarkson talked about
local bus services.

You can ring Traveline for help
with planning a journey on public
transport.
The telephone number for
Traveline is 0871 200 2233.

Stephen has got a Now card.
This means he can travel for
free on buses.

Stephen asked why it took him
a few years to get a Now Card.
Jackie said it shouldn’t have
taken so long.
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Jennifer asked what evidence
you need to get a Now Card.
Jackie said you can get a Now
Card if you get mobility
Disability Living Allowance or if
you are known to a Learning
Disability Team.

You can apply for a Now Card at
Blackburn or Darwen Town Hall.

Stephen said that sometimes
people with a learning disability
can be slow taking their money
out of their pockets.
Some bus drivers get annoyed
about this and rush people.
Jackie said this needs to be
reported to the bus company as
a complaint. The drivers are
told to wait until everyone is
sat down before the bus sets
off.
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4.

Group exercise 1

We did a group exercise around
the tables.
We talked about:

How important is it for you to
leave your home?

Where do you go?

Why do you go?
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5.

Community Transport
Craig Baron talked about
Community Transport.

Community Transport is door to
door transport for disabled
people and people over 60 who
can’t use public transport.
It is also for people who do not
live on a bus route or have
problems using public transport.

It costs £1 per journey.

To use community transport
ring B Direct on 01254 588190.
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If you want to take your
wheelchair on community
transport Craig will come and do
a risk assessment first.
This is to make sure it’s safe
for the wheelchair to go on the
bus.
Mandy uses community
transport 4 days a week.
It costs Mandy £8 for the
week.

Angie asked if you want to go
further does it still cost £1
each way?
Craig said the Council charges
£1 each way.
There are other Community
Transport services in Blackburn
and Darwen that charge
different prices.
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Community Transport has 4
buses and they run 7 days a
week.
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Places are booked on a first
come, first served basis.
If they can’t book a bus at the
time you want they will offer
you a different time instead.
The first pick up the buses do
is 9.30am and the last pick up is
at 4.30pm.
Buses used to run until 9.30pm
at night but this stops on 31st
March.

Craig said there are other
Community Transport services
that run buses in the evenings.
‘Your Support Your Choice’ can
give you their contact details.
The ‘Your Support Your Choice’
shop is opposite Blackburn
Central Library.
You can ring them on (01254)
292620.
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Stephen asked about lost
property.
Jackie said if you lose
something on a bus you should
tell the bus company or the call
centre where you booked the
bus.
You will need to tell them what
day and time you lost the item
and which bus you were on.
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6.

Sustainable travel advisor
Cheryl works for Connect.

Cheryl’s job is to help you get
to your place of work or
training using sustainable
transport.
What does sustainable
transport mean?
It means transport that is
better for the planet, with less
pollution and waste.
Like walking, cycling, catching
the bus or the train or car
sharing.
Cheryl can help you find the
cheapest and fastest way to get
to interviews, training courses
or your new place of work.
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Cheryl can give you a travel
plan.

The travel plan will give you the
times for your transport.

The travel plan will say how
much your travel will cost.

The travel plan will show you
the quickest and easiest way to
get to your interview or new
job.
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Cheryl could help you to pay
your travel costs for going to
interviews or starting a new
job.

Connect also helps to make local
transport better, like making
more cycle lanes, and making
Mill Hill train station nicer.

Connect can send someone to
help you to try out public
transport.

Alison asked who do we need to
speak to about carers on
transport?
Jackie will check and let
Rosemary know.
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Gemma will do an easy read
version of the Connect leaflet.
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7.

Group exercise 2

We did another group exercise
around the tables.
We talked about:

What would make it easier for
you to travel from one place to
another place?
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8.

Anything else?
What do we want to talk about
at the next 6 meetings?
We said:

Personal budgets for people
with mental health issues

How we decide how money is
spent

Bridge House Learning
Disability services – what is
happening?
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What is this group for and who
should come?
Professionals or people with
learning disabilities?

Support to get a job

People with learning disabilities
speaking up for themselves and
advocacy

Educating the community about
people with learning disabilities

Transitions – this is moving
from Children’s Services to
Adult Services
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9.

The next meeting

The next meeting is on
Wednesday 28th May 2014
At Livesey Children’s and
All Age Centre
Time: 9.30am – 1pm
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